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by the vigilance of the police from developing into a dangerous rising.
Further outrages and acts of sabotage took place during October, and
the fear that more serious disturbances might occur on the 12th
November (on which day would fall both the elections in Germany1
and the anniversary of the foundation of the Austrian Republic) led
the Government to take further measures for public security. On tie
10th November a decree was issued proclaiming martial law, in order
that the death penalty, which had been abolished in Austria in 1919,
might be reintroduced for the crimes of murder, arson and public
violence.

While the Austrian Government thus armed themselves with
additional powers which could be used against the Nazis, they did
not neglect the possibility of relieving the situation by coming to an
understanding with Germany. Dr. Dollfuss had never ceased to
proclaim his desire for the re-establishment of friendly relations with
Germany, though he had made it clear that such relations must
depend upon the cessation of all German interference in Austrian
affairs. In a speech which he delivered at a big patriotic demonstra-
tion at Innsbruck on the 29th June, 1933, Dr. Dollfuss had dealt
with the question of Austro-German relations and had mentioned that
this was the fifth occasion on which he had publicly declared his desire
for a reconciliation with Germany. Moreover, certain of the Chan-
cellor's supporters made no secret of their anxiety to bring the feud
to an end. The members of the Landbund, which formed part of the
Government Coalition, were generally in favour of a settlement with
Germany, and Dr. Winkler, a member of the party who was Vice-
Chancellor from May 1932 to September 1933, constantly advocated
a rapprochement with Germany in his public speeches. At the end of
May 1933 Dr. Dollfuss let it be known2 that, at Dr. Rintelen's request,
he had twice received Herr Habicht before his expulsion from Austria,
but that he had rejected the proposals which the Nazi leader made
for the formation of a Nazi-Christian Social coalition which would
hold new elections but would remain in office whatever the results
of the poll. In the autumn of 1933 further negotiations took place,
again on a Nazi initiative. On the 10th September Herr Habicht
outlined in a broadcast address the terms of a settlement with the
Austrian Government which would be acceptable to the National

1  For the significance of these elections in Germany see the Survey for 1933,
pp. 148-9 and 221-2.

2  The announcement was in answer to a statement by Herr Habicht, who
had ^ declared that the Christian Social leaders had recently approached the
Nazis with the offer of two portfolios in the G-overnment if they would with-
draw their insistence on the holding of elections.